OFFICE OF THE APPELLATE AUTHORITY, under RTI Act,
HIGH COURT OF MADHYA PRADESH, BENCH AT INDORE

RTI Appeal No. 05/2025

Mr. Krishnalal Nathulal Bhawsar

R/o. BTI Road, Bohra Kabristan Ke Samne, Shri Vallabh Vanvasi
Ashram Ke pass, Khargone, M.P..

Pin Code - 451001,

MOB. 9039345876 L Appellant

Vs

Smt. Nirupama Shrivastava, Joint Registrar (M)/
State Public Information Officer, High Court of M.P.,

Bench at Indore @ eeeeiiienaenn Respondent

Order
(Delivered on 16" June 2025)

This appeal has been preferred u/s. 19 (1) of the RTI Act., 2005 by the
appellant Mr. Krishnalal Nathulal Bhawsar being aggrieved by the order passed
by the State Public Information Officer, High Court of M.P., Bench at Indorc
dated 26/05/2025 by which application of applicant was decided with
direction that he had not filed prescribed form- 'A" and failed to affix/attested
his photograph and Indian Non-Judicial Stamp of Rs. 50/-.

The brief facts of application is, under RTI act, for seeking information as
mentioned in his applications Para No. (1) to (6).
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After receiving of application, SPIO has rejected the application mainly on
the ground of insufficient fee and inappropriate format.

Applicant filed this appeal and urged for information above.

Heard both the parties.

Perused the order of SPIO which reveals that application of applicant is
rejected only on technical ground. There is no decision on merit of the application.

[t is true that as per High Court of M.P. Rules, 2008, authority shall charge
fee Rs. 50/- and application should be in appfopriate form but it is a procedure. If

any deficiency is there, the authority could sought the applicant to cure the defects.



Authority could direct the applicant to pay the deficient amount and file proper
format.

So, in this matter in my view, it is incumbent on authority that applicant
should be given a chance for rectifying deficiency and if he failed, authority can
reject the application, but in this matter there is no evidence for giving the chance
to the applicant.

So, on the above discussion, I found that applicant should be given one
chance. Thus appeal is allowed and authority is directed to give a chance to
applicant to rectifying the defects and if applicant rectifying that defects that is
proper format of application and proper fee, then his application be decided on

merit within stimulated time given by Act.

Copy of this order be sent to Joint Registrar (M), High Court of M.P., Bench
at Indore for necessary action and information. A copy of this order be also
provided free of cost to the appellant/applicant and also to the SPIO for information
and necessary action.

As per Section 19(3) of the RTI Act, 2005, appellant/applicant may file an

appeal to the Hon’ble Appellate Authority (State Information Commission, Bhopal)
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within 90 days of the issuance of this order.




